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PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS JS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 
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MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES 
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I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 


If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 


A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 


B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 
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(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 


PTOL-85 (Rev. 08/07) Approved for use through 08/3 1/2010. 


Page 1 of 3 


PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 

Commissioner for Patents 
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PATENT, COPYRIGHT & TRADEMARK LAW GROUP price, richard thomas jr 


4199 Kinross Lakes Parkway ] art unit paper number 

Suite 275 — 

RICHFIELD, OH 44286 date mailed: 06/25/2009 


Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 40 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 40 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571)-272-4200. 
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Application No. 

Applicant(s) 

Notice of Allowability 

10/033,862 

YAN ANTON, PAT 

Examiner 

Art Unit 



Thomas Price 

3643 



~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to a telephone interview on June 1. 2009 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4,7-19,35,69,70 and 92 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 


Attachment(s) 



1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

5 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

6 

□ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 



Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

7. 

^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 



4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

8 

□ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 




9 

□ Other . 


/Thomas Price/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3643 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) 


Notice of Allowability 


Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090620 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) is required in order to make an 
examiner's amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During 
a telephone conversation conducted on June 1, 2009, John Gugliotta requested an 
extension of time for 3 MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge Deposit 
Account No. 07-2380 the required fee of $555.00 for this extension and authorized the 
following examiner's amendment. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

NOTE: Claims 7-19, 35 and 69 have been rejoined because they depend from 
an independent claim that was elected and is now allowable over the prior art of record. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A nonabsorbent particle entrapment pad comprising: 
an impervious bottom layer: and 

a bonded high loft, non-absorbent nonwoven top layer, said high loft nonwoven 
being defined as an open pore matrix or web of fibers or filaments randomly oriented 
and fused at interesting points of said fibers or filaments, and said top layer is attached 
to [a barrier] said impervious bottom layer; 

wherein said bonded high loft nonwoven top layer is adapted such that the 
internal pores, and interstices allow for intrusion of particles to gravitate through said 
pores and , when [receives collected] externally applied fine to coarse solid particles 
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collect in the web of fibers [thereby] to entrap [entraps], and [retains] to retain collected 
particles, and wherein said [base barrier] impervious bottom layer maintains said 
collected particles within said entrapment pad. 

2. (Previously Presented) The pad of claim 1 , further comprising an 
externally applied, cling enhancing substance placed or applied within at least a portion 
of said fibers within said matrix or web, wherein cling enhancing substance enhances 
the ability of the matrix fibers to mechanically cling on to the solid particulates. 

3. (Previously Presented) The pad of claim 2 wherein said cling enhancing 
substance [places] placed or applied on the fibers is purposely preloaded with dry solid 
particles that are soluble in water, or react with water when wetted. 

4. (Previously Presented) The pad of claim 3, wherein said dry reactive 
particles are selected from the group comprising: baking soda; dry or powdered 
particulates; anti-microbial agent; superabsorbent polymer; disinfectant; silica [getlqe/; 
antifungal; fragrance; and odor-counteractive agent. 

5. Canceled 

6. Canceled 

7. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 1 , further comprising 
a liquid-absorbing middle layer. 

8. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said 
middle layer is wood pulp. 

9. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said 
middle layer is a super absorbent polymer. 
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10. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said 
middle layer is treated with baking soda. 

1 1 . (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 10, further 
comprising a super absorbent polymer. 

12. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said 
middle layer is treated with an anti-microbial agent. 

13. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said 
middle layer is treated with an odor-counteractive agent. 

14. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 8, wherein said 
wood pulp is treated with a super absorbent polymer. 

15. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said top 
layer is treated with a cling enhancing substance. 

16. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said top 
layer is treated with baking soda. 

17. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said top 
layer is treated with an anti-microbial agent. 

18. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said top 
is treated odor-counteractive agent. 

19. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said pad 
includes a decorative design. 

20-34. Canceled. 
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35. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 7, wherein said 
middle layer is mostly silica gel. 
36-68. Canceled 

69. (Previously presented, REJOINED) The pad of claim 1 , further comprising 
a means for attaching said pad to another surface. 

70. (Original) The pad of claim 2, wherein said cling enhancing substance is a 
sticky substance. 

71 . Canceled 

72. Canceled 
73-91 . Canceled 

92. (Currently Amended) The pad of claim 2, where the cling enhancing 
substance is placed or applied within the matrix and the fibers of the bonded, web, high 
loft matrix so that a [Sticky} stickvM residue[,] remainsf.] that can mechanically entrap 
solid particulates that come in contact with the sticky substance. 

93-95. Canceled. 


